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at Wounded Knee. After a talk with several officers* he 
decided that there would be no news at the Hiniconjou 
encampment, and turned back toward Pine Ridge* spending the 
night of December 23 in an abandoned Indian cabin about a 
mile from Wounded Knee. Tibbies noted that in spite of 
press reports of depredations to friendly Indian properties* 
not even the chickens of his unknown host had been 
disturbed. 

The unemployed Charles Allen also decided to return 
to Wounded Knee. He was angry When he could not find a 
horse available for the trip, but finally found an old 
friend named Swiggart who offered him a wagon ride to 
Forsyth’s camp. Returning to the hotel to pack for an 
overnight stay, Allen found Kelley and Cressey both saddled 
up and ready to go. Kelley had his own horse* and Cressey 
a horse belonging to James Cook that had been left in his 
care when its owner had gone from the agency on temporary 
business several days before. Cressey commented* "My* Z 
wish I were getting a ride in a buggy* I’m not used to 
riding horseback. ** His wish was granted, and soon Cressey 
was anroute to Wounded Knee in back of Swiggart *s wagon and 
Allen and Kelley were cantering off to the front on horse- 
back. 

Before ha left, Allen stopped to see Burkholder, 
who expressed disappointment that the Efcrald would not be 
represented with the Seventh Cavalry, but added that he 
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understood Allen's decision to market his copy elsewhere. 11 

The news of Big Foot's capture had spread fast* and 
Allen arid Kelley met a variety of people enroute who had 
come to see the almost legendary Miniconjou band. Among 
those they met was R. C. St irk* one time scout for General 
Crook and in 1890 the owner of a hors® ranch near Fine 
Ridge. They contracted with St irk to carry their dis- 
patches from Wounded Knee to Rushville should the need 
arise. 12 

They met Cressey near Forsyth's camp and the three 
colleagues spread their bed-rolls in the deserted cabin of 
"old-time friendly Indian" Plenty Bear. Unlike Tibbies* 
they found their temporary shelter bare except for three 
iron cots. Before bedding down* the trio rode to the camp 
of the Seventh Cavalry and joined a group of officers* 
including Forsyth* in the tent of Captain George D. Wallace, 
unaware that their host was soon to be the victim of an 
Indian bullet. 12 When they returned to Plenty Bear's 
cabin late that night, everything pointed to a peaceful 
conclusion to the threatened Indian uprising of 1890. 

Xhft, Settle, o united. ,Kn<sa 

The three newsmen were up at daybreak on 

December 29* and Allen noted the absence of the usual 
worshipful sunrise singing of the Sioux. They made their 
way to the army camp and joined several soldiers in a 
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leisurely breakfast of coffee* bacon, and hardtack. About 

7 a. si., they met Tibbies, who had ridden down for one last 

look before returning to Pine Ridge. The fforld- Harald roan 

commented that trouble was unlikely when the Indians were 

so greatly outnumbered, and he started back to the agency 

telling his three companions as ha left that if there was 

trouble that day it would be when Short Bull and Kicking 

14 

Bear arrived in the friendly camp at Pine Ridge. 

Forsyth was determined not to allow Big Foot to 

escape a second time, and began positioning his troops 

around the Sioux camp at S a.m. in preparation for disarming 

the braves. Most of his troops were within 300 yards of 

the Indian camp when the Colonel ordered the braves 

assembled and informed them as pleasantly as possible that 

15 

they were to be disarmed. 

As the newsmen moved toward the council ring where 
the Indians and troops were assembling, Allen noticed that 
there were many spectators gathered and their buggies ware 
parked among the soldiers* tents and along the road north 
of the camp. 

The Indians were divided into groups of 20 and the 
first group was sent to their tepees to bring their 
weapons. They returned with several rusty old rifles. 

After further counsel with the still recalcitrant Big Foot, 
who had been carried on a stretcher to parley with Forsyth 
and Whit side, the Colonel ordered the camp searched by 
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details of troops led by his officers. Cressey and 

Kelley remained in the council circle with Forsyth and 

Whitside, and Allen joined his old friends Little Bat and 

William Shangreau (brother of Louis), who were assisting in 

the search as interpreters. 

As they moved from tepee to tepee, Allen watched a 

group of eight or ten small Indian boys playing unconcerned 

17 

on a grassy stretch adjacent to the camp. 

By 9i 30 a.m. , most of the tepees had been searched 
and the troops still had only about 50 rifles. Forsyth 
decided to have each blanket "draped brave inspected. As 
the search began. Lieutenant James D. Mann (fatally wounded 
at Drexel Mission the following day) watched as some of the 
braves began drifting toward the outside of the council 

ring, and cautioned his troops to be alert. 

> 

Throughout the morning, Miniconjou medicine man and 

ghost dance advocate Yellow Bird had been haranguing the 

band to resist disarmament. r Allen paused to watch Yellow 

Bird, and commented later that he was as great an orator as 

he had ever listened to, even though he understood little 

19 

of what the medicine man was saying. As he watched. 
Yellow Bird bent over, and scooping up a handful of dirt, 
scattered it in the air, imploring the Great Spirit to 
scatter the soldiers likewise. Allen turned to rejoin the 
searchers who wore checking the last few tepees, noting 
that the group of spectators had grown. He emptied his 
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pipe end was putting it into his coat pocket when he heard 

the medicine man voice a particularly loud exhortation. 

Little Bat yelled* "Look out* Charlie*" and Allen followed 

his two companions as they broke into a run just as an 

Indian fired a single shot. What he heard next reminded 

Allen of dry popcorn in a hot pan. As he ran after his 

colleagues* Allen's attention was momentarily caught by the 

spectators* some leaping for their buggies and others 

whipping their horses to action toward the trading post 

20 

one-quarter mile from the camp. 

Cresssy and Kelley with Forsyth and Whitside were 

close to Yellow Bird when the shooting began. Fortunately* 

most of the Indians were firing in the opposite direction 

and the four escaped uninjured. In the melee that followed* 

only Allen left a detailed account of his movements* but 

Kelley left a reputation as an Indian fighter. The State - 

Journal reporter picked up a rifle from a fallen soldier 

and shot an Indian headed his way. Witnesses say he killed 

two more braves before emptying the rifle and a pistol he 

carried. Kelley became the unquestioned champion Indian 

21 

fighter among the correspondents. 

Although Cressey apparently loft no substantiating 
witnesses to his activity, he too claims to have added to 
the array's firepower. When the shooting began, he broke 
for a line of picketed horses. Emptying his rifle at the 
Indians* he reloaded and ran for the army camp* firing as 
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22 

he went. Ha r a ached tha camp unscathed and sat back to 
rest. 

Allen admitted that he had no interest in being a 

hero, and instead was doing his best to catch the rapidly 

disappearing Little Bat. Before he had gone far. Allen 

glanced back at the area where seconds before the council 

had been in progress, and was startled by the number of 

dead and wounded on both sides already littering the battle 

field. Plagued by cross-fire, he worked his way through a 

ravine and crawled across an open area, drawing fire from 

troopers who said later they saw hi a long coat and yellow 

leggings and thought that he was an Indian. Realizing that 

he still hold his pipe in his hand, Allen dropped it, 

reconsidered, and crawled back to get it before moving on 

toward the not so friendly army lines. When ha reached the 

troopers, they congratulated him for not being killed by 

their own fire. The reporter borrowed a plug of tobacco, 

23 

took a chew, and settled back to collect his thoughts. 

Thomas Tibbies was on a leisurely ride back to Pine 
Ridge on what he described as the laziest beast he had ever 
mounted when he hoard the shooting begin. He made a quick 
evaluation of tha situation and decided to ride on to Pine 
Ridge so that he could get his story to Rushvllle ahead of 
the others. He spurred his pony to no avail. 

The Wfrrld -H orald correspondent was eventually over- 
taken by two friendly Sioux who urged him to turn back to 
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the safety of the cavalry camp# but he refused. His Sioux 

friends followed him, taking turns lashing the reporter's 

pony on toward Pine Ridge. Tibbies and his companions met 

two other groups of bravos, these in war paint, but they 
24 

did not stop. 

Ho reached the agency about noon, wrote a brief 

account off the battle from what sparse information he had, 

and after some difficulty found a courier to taka his 

dispatch to Rushville, paying the rider “an exorbitant 

sum. " His briaf and incomplete account was probably the 

first from the Pine Ridge newsmen to reach any newspaper. 

When Charles Allen had calmed his nerves, he set 

out to view the battlefield. The scene was a gruesome one. 

Dig Foot's campsite was littered with dead and wounded 

soldiors and Indian men, women, and children. Old Chief 

Big Foot lay dead by the entrance to his tepee, a white 

truce flag fluttering nearby. The email boys Allen had 

watched lay lifeless where they had played, and he heard 

25 

sporadic gunfire in the distance. 

Of the 120 braves with Big Foot, aoout 90 had been 

slain, and of the over 200 women and children, only 39 had 

been accounted for alive the following day, and 21 of those 

were wounded. Probably some of the remainder escaped, but 

the most reliable estimates put the Indian casualties at 

26 

about 250 men, women, and children. ' If not a massacre — 
the Indians were not only armed, but had started the 
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battle — the encounter with Big Foot waa certainly a rout. 

Allan* Cx essay, dr.4. . Kelley. , Mx . Ita Their .Stories 

Amid the returning sight -seers. Allen met Mill 
Cressey, and the two correspondents decided to work together 
gathering and tabulating information on the day's activ- 
ities. Although they tried to determine the extent of 
casualties among the troops, they were obviously not very 
successful, for by the time they wrote their stories, they 
had accounted for only two dead cavalrymen. It was not 
until later that they learned that in addition to Wallace. 

29 soldiers had been killed (or wounded seriously enough 
that they died subsequently) . In addition, a Roman Catholic 
priest. Father Francis Craft, had been stabbed by an Indian 

and was seriously wounded, and interpreter Philip Wells had 

27 

his nose almost severed by a knife-wielding brave. 

The three newsmen had arranged for working space in 
a small windowless building behind the trading post at 
Wounded Knee. As he returned there with Cressey, Allen 
decided to send his material exclusively to the Herald in 
payment for all of the weeks they had paid him a salary for 
what he termed rumor chasing. His decision was in keeping 
with other evidence that he was a man of unusual principle 
and integrity. 

When they arrived at their “office. " Cressey and 
Allen were joined by Kelley, and the three newsmen wrote 
their copy, Cressey and Allen at one table and Kelley at a 
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second* sharing what information they had gathered. Their 

courier, ft. C. Stirk, arrived just as they completed their 

dispatches, and set out for Rushville with all three 

stories about 5 p.ro. By 8 p.ra.-- • just ten hours after the 

first shots were firod — the copy was started across the 

wire from Rushville. It was Kelley's fortune that his copy 

was transmitted first by the single operator at Rushville, 

and the Hahgftlka ££&fca J&uxaal was the first to receive a 

full account of the battle. Wire editor Hugh McVicker put 

Kelley's dispatch on the United Press wire out of Lincoln, 

and the nation learned of the destruction of Big Foot's 

28 

band of Miniconjous. 

That evening, Kelley and Mian rode back to Pine 
Ridge alongside the wagon train carrying the dead and 
wounded — both soldiers and Indians — back to the agency. 
Cressey rode with Swiggart in the buggy. 

Tha-S.fcaxi.aa .Fro&.lfaunitoa .Knag 

The stories from the battle at Wounded Knee were 
almost anticlimactic. There was much less of the flowery 
writing that marked a great deal of the previous copy from 
the agency. With the exception of a few factual errors 
probably born of the excitement, and one more serious error 
by Kelley, the stories were straight forward , competent, and 
surprisingly brief. 

Cressey showed a marked change in style, and this 
time his story was not only the most widely used, but also 
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tha most professionally written and reserved of those to 
come from Wounded Knee. The S qb correspondent's story 
began almost mat ter-of- fact ly* 



The remaining four troops of the Seventh Cavalry 
arrived from Pine Ridge last night. At 8 o'clock this 
morning. General Forsyth Zsie/ issued orders to have 
the 150 male Indians who had been prisoners called from 
the tepees, saying he wanted to talk to them. They 
obeyed slowly and sullenly and ranged in a semi -circle 
in front of the tent where Big Foot, their chief, lay 
sick with pneumonia. By twenties they were ordered to 
give up their arms. The first 20 went to their tents 
and came back with only two guns. This irritated Major 
Whit8ide, who was superintending this part of the work. 
After a hasty consultation with General Forsyth, he 
gave the order for the cavalrymen ... to close in. 
... About a dozen of the warriors had been searched 
when like a flash all of the rest of them jerked guns 
from under their blankets and began pouring bullets 
into the ranks of the soldiers. ... Their first volley 
was almost as one man, so that they must have fired 100 
shots before the soldiers fired one. but, oh' how they 
were slaughtered after their first volley. 29 



Although most testimony agrees with Allen that there was 

> 

first a single shot before the volley, Cressey can be 
excused for overlooking that detail in view of tha 
excitement . 

There is no evidence of how much of the Bee ' a story 
was Cressey 's and how much was his editors', but in view of 
the apparent inattention (or incompetent attention) given 
Cressey *s previous copy, it seems only just to give the 
often ridiculed reporter the benefit of the doubt. At 
any rate, by the following day he had returned to his old 
habits. 

The Bee 's story from Wounded Knee was published in 
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St. Louis. Philadelphia. Duluth. New York. Washington, 
Chicago. St. Paul, and no doubt in many other large cities 
in the United States. 

Allen's story, sent exclusively to the Her ald, was 
almost prosaic. His lead sentence read: 

There is an anticlimax to the capture of Big Foot 
and his braves, the announcement of which in last 
night's dispatches put the question of the Indian 
troubles in so satisfactory a light. 

In an inaccuracy common to all three reporters' stories 
that day, and difficult to justify considering their 
presence on the scene, Allen listed only two soldiers as 

being killed. It was not until the following day that he 

30 

sent the Harq ld an accurate list of killed and wounded. 

William Kelley also spoke with a calm voice from 
Wounded Knee, although his story was less concise than 
those of his two friends. His dispatch began: 

Bright and early were the troops up this morning. 
Little they thought as they ate their hardtack, that 
ere two hours had passed many of their comrades would 
be dead, the victims of treacherous Indians. 

There followed an account similar to Cressey's and Allen's, 
although Kelley's dispatch did include one major inaccuracy 
that can hardly be excused. Continuing his penchant for 
long sentences, he wrotot 

Another lsurel is added to the wreath of the famous 
old Seventh Regiment of Cavalry? every man among them a 
veteran; scarce one that has not distinguished himself 
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by so me ... act of valor, some deed of daring in the 
Indian campaigns of the last twenty years, nearly, if 
not all of them, having been a participant. 31 

An alert reporter who had been with the Seventh Cavalry at 
Pine Ridge for over a month could hardly have missed the 
fact that over three-quarters of them were recruits, most 

having never seen an Indian camp until they arrived at the 

32 

agency . 

Kelley's story was printed in papers in Chicago, 

St. Louis, Omaha, Denver, and probably in many other cities. 

Xha_-S.ta.rigs...Frosi P.ina Ridge 
When Managing Editor Robert Peat tie of the Korld.- 
Herald saw Tibbies' story, he cursed his reporter for not 
having returned to Wounded Knee when the fighting began. 

He rewrote the Tibbies dispatch and ran it along with 
Kelley's from the United Press wire. The 

correspondent's story, at least as it appeared when Peattie 

was through with it, was similar to others from the 

33 

agency. 

The other Pine Ridge correspondents sent stories to 
their papers as the facts were assembled. Most were 
factual if occasionally dressed with insignificant descrip- 
tion that must have come either from witnesses returning 
from the battle or from the reporters* recollections of the 
Seventh Cavalry gained from their close association with 
the troops while at Pine Ridge. 
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One other significant story appeared December 30. 
Less than 60 miles from Pine Ridge, editor of the Hot. 
S pring e (South Dakota) Her ald Edgar Med ary sifted a story 
from incoming rumors, sat tha type, and ran off an extra 
edition on an old- fashioned hand-operated press. His 
straightforward, accurate, and calm account of the battle 
was probably the first to actually see print. While those 
at Pine Ridge were preparing their alarming follow-on 
stories to their more placid accounts of the actual battle, 
Med ary wrote: 

The Indians are now hemmed in on all sides by an 
overpowering force of soldiers, and the contest, if it 
comes to a general uprising, will be brief and 
decisive. 34 

Med ary arrived at Pine Ridge the second week in January and 
joined Burkholder and Allen as the third J&ssA Jtoxk HaSLald 
correspondent at Pine Ridge. 

Qi.iL.islsn-0 f -,t.ha , Battle 

Criticism of the army's behavior at Wounded Knee 
was varied. As might be expected, Tibblas and the Horld" 
H erald championed the cause of the slaughtered Indians. On 
the other hand, Kelley, who had been so critical of the 
government's policies at Pine Ridge, sided with Forsyth. 

He wrote: 



It was an awful lesson, but no man who saw the 
whole affair will say that it could, by any possibility. 
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terminate differently* The articles to be seen in some 
newspapers claiming the affair to be a slaughter and 
without provocation is /sic/ utterly untrue and without 
foundation. 35 



Probably the most accurate and concise observation 
cane from the Indian Rights Association. Although a source 
with an obvious pro- Indian bias, the Association presented 
an honest evaluation, writings 



The IRA has taken the ground . . . that the officer 
in command did all in his power to avert a conflict? 
that the Indians were in the beginning wholly at fault 
and deliberately fired upon the troops, and that the 
large number of women and children killed and wounded 
suffered through accident in the melee, or because they 
themselves were combatants? but . . • the fact that the 
bodies of women and children were found several miles 
from the scene of the conflict and appeared to have 
been shot down when fleeing, puts a different face upon 
that part of the affair. It would appear that sciaa 
soldiers deliberately and without excuse massacred 
helpless women and children. 



Within hours of the battle, the hundreds of canvas 
tepees of the Oglaias camped around the agency disappeared 
as the Sioux fled in panic, many for a second time, to the 
natural fortress of the Badlands. Few troops wore left at 
the agency, and until they were reinforced by those 
returning from the field, there was a genuine threat. 
Snipers from the disappearing Indian camp fired into the 
agency buildings periodically throughout the day, and it 
was all that Brooke could do to keep the few soldiers that 
remained and the Indian police from firing indiscriminately 
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at the departing Sioux. 

Burkholder watched the troops bring an artillery 
piece to bear on the frightened Indians as they fled# and 
later told Allen that Brooke had personally dashed up and 
told them not to fire. When they tried to persuade the 
General that the Indiana were their enemies# Brooke 
replied# "No, those people are not fighting us# they are 
friends scared into a rout and a shot among them would be 
murder. " 37 

As Burkholder was trading stories with Allen# the 

Herald 1 a chief reporter was handed a telegram, and Allen 

noted it was addressed to both of them as was the S&ral&'s 

policy when he had worked for them. Burkholder passed it 

to Allen# and the Chadron editor was pleased to see that it 

contained a generous compliment from Bennett# and implied 

that as far as the H erald was concerned# Allen had never 

33 

left thexr payroll. 

On the 30th# a band of hostiles set fire to a 
school near the Drexel Mission four miles from the agency. 

A small force under Forsyth rode out to engage them. 

Before the battle was over# Henry and his Ninth Cavalry, 
just returned from their foray north after a 90-rail® dash# 
rode to assist Forsyth. One soldier was killed and 
Lieutenant Mann and several soldiers wounded in the 

39 

skirmish. Mann died of his wounds several days later. 

Before the troops returned, several correspondents 
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sent dispatches saying that there was an unconfirmed rumor 
that the mission had been burned and its occupants 
massacred by the hostile Sioux* but roost of them expressed 
doubt* and all subsequently published a factual account. 

On the evening of the 30th* Tibbies could not find 
a courier to carry his dispatch to Rushville* so he made 
the trip himself and returned that same evening . ^ 

With the flight of the Indians to the Badlands, and 
several minor skirmishes with small bands of Indians near 
the agency, came more threatening stories, ana more newsmen 
from the east. 
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FOOT MOTES TO CHAPTER IV 



^SLt. GJjaba-Baatfcrftlb Becenibar 27. 1890, p. 1; 

Omah a HacJLd“HfiXaIsI# Decerrber 27, 1890, p. 1. 

2 Detail 3 of Whit aide *8 movements are from his 
report to the Regimental Adjutant, Seventh Cavalry, 

January 1, 1891, a copy of which is in the Watson paper*. 
Hereafter cited as Whit side Report. The material on Allen 
and Burkholder is from the Allen MS., Chapter 24. 

3 

Chicago. Jatjex-&CL&aa, December 28, 1890, p. 1; 

Whit aide Report; John C. Gresham, “The Story of Wounded 
Knee, “ UrparlA Waokly. 35 (February 7, 1891), p. 106. 

A 

Chicago inter “Oceijn . December 23, 1890, p. 1; 
December 30, p. 2. Both articles are date lined December 26. 

5 Allen a&» Chapter 24. 

£ 

Gaaha Bee . December 28, 1890, p. 1. Although the 
story is unsigned, one Eea man is known to have been with 
Henry north of Wounded Knee, and the style of the story is 
definitely Cressey's. Whit side spelled his name with only 
one “e, ” but the correspondents — or their editors — 
frequently spelled it Whiteside. 

7 

Allen MS, Chapter 24. 

®Whitside Report; S&aWfLt. 21, pp. 150, 219; 

Gresham, £p. ciJt«» p. 106. Utley gives a complete break- 
down of the units at Wounded Knee, by both unit and 
commanding officer. Although rations were issued for 330 
Indians, there were probably less than 350 in Big Foot*s 
band. 

g 

Hew York Herald, December 29, 1890, p. 5. 

10 Tibbl*s, op. cit. , PP* 309-311; Allen MS, 

Chapter 24. 

11 

Allen aS. Chapter 24; Cook, op . clt *. p. 205. 

12 

Allen MS, Chapter 24; Hugh McVicker, letter, 

June 6, 1941, to Elmo Scott Watson, Watson Papers. 

1 ^Allen ES, Chapter 24. 
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14 

Allan MS. Chapter 25; Charles W. Allen, letter, 
February 10, 1042, to Elmo Scott Watson, Watson Papers; 
Tibbies, ££. ait., p. 311. 

15 Utley, flft. ait.. pp. 203-205, details the 
location of troops when the battle began, A detailed 
account is also contained in L. S. McCormick Manuscript, 

£. S. Luaa Sj£a/i 2 iith Cavalry Coilectma (Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas), a portion of which is in the Watson Papers. 
McCormick was Forsyth's Adjutant at Pine Ridge. 

^James W. Forsyth, report, December 31, 1890, to 
Acting Assistant Adjutant General, Department of the 
Platte, Watson Papers. 

i7 Allen MSI, Chapter 24. 

18 Utley, flp. cit.., pp. 210-213. 

19 

Charles W. Allen, letter, February 10, 1942, to 
Elmo Scott Watson, Watson Papers. 

20 

Allen MS.# Chapter 24. 

2 hiaahixigxsm Star. February 9, 1891, p. 6; Colonel 
Robert McReynold, as quoted in the Sehr&ak# Staia Jouxnal. 
January 14, 1891, p. 1. 

22 

Cook, £p. sit., p. 205. Cressey gave this 
account to Cook the next day, and although Cook implies 
that he did not believe Cressey because a friend told him 
Cressey had left his rifle in Plenty Bear's cabin and was 
unarmed, Cressey could easily have picked up a loose 
weapon. Under the circumstances, there is no reason to 
doubt Cressey 's account of what seems like a logical 
response to the situation. 

^ Allen MS., Chapter 24. 

2 4 Tibbies. fist, alt.. pp. 311-312. 

25 

Statement of American Horse to Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs Thomas Morgan, February 7, 1891, es cited by 
Bland. op. alt.., PP* 19-16. 

26 

Mooney, op. alt., p. 891; Brooke to Miles, 
December 30, 1890, as cited by Boyd, op* alt.# p. 254. 

27 g eqW , ft f . 21, pp. 154. 600. Both Craft and Wells 
recovered. In the Watson Papers, there is an excellent 
photograph of Wells with bandaged face taken shortly after 
the battle. 



- *. 1 • . .» . , , , . . , 

• ' r ‘ J < • M'i II >0( 

*■ ■ ' * " * ' a * « t , • : 4 ■ „ . •, i 

• 5 • SOUS XI«C <1 . , . ’ .. 

* • - ' • - -•'« ' *i * • - • ' - i • ■ c. • f, , ( - • . . 

* • •*. n <# • . • j, - . . _ 

•^1 • /AMnfr #r**- - lOMliMA 

-J •■. , .1 > III j. J v 

. M -- 

• I'V -il *4 ,.|4i .i*i ,wlru* f 

' • I t • • • . iliuJA > 

»«t I ,4. V> ,f« , JiOr 0^ ,* 

♦ *l >JB ioIlV** 

‘ * ** ■ • - . • . _ j _ ,.i, v.ux > 

■ •' i <t«4 v> 'J a* i*Ktr. •« t \rrni , 

.1 .4 ,-V'Lt ** - 

,.■3 . V* J, .ton .* ,.tiy ,>!* 

•' * 1 vf r *> "^V Ofl'TiJ .ytb ill*' *£*.# M }ki/40M 

MMi m/mllvM iwr kit *4 ft4f 

*•" r *» - • * - *«■< - * .ii . m • » i.i vm fcr..«. 

.. ** A • • ♦ ' v .i»t< ■- 

- • * 1 »-*• - j . • *. 1 . , .•(•<»- 

• - - -J %* "»•■ v '-•> :... a '■ i ,.^9 

r : , n;v it ? co ( #o 

»l C , 3 pA 3 vjjpi tffflt* f i 

* ' • ■ > J. . «. »«> 

ll !■!!> Utoi—D *f MMl |p4iN^ 14 

*“ • > ' - ' , .nv 'i a V' ■ ”• - it 5*. 

* * 1 *Ca«i «*_**.• »;.it*L4I 

•■»'••• . . L . . 

* * *• *•-■*• • ... M 'U sVt 

*li»* to* rtuo ^«t JOl .*11 .«| 41 

^•t(**** ti rtou .nott wutv nfs vX Imutfi 

'"• ‘t • v t I* «>.' • P ^‘^1 f» j - * * .: -■> *• jNtdiS>'3^D • “A ^ 

••I Ml I 



127 



23 Allen l&. Chapter 25? Hugh McVicker, letter, 

June 6, 1941, to Elmo Scott Watson, Watson Papers? 

Charles W. Allen, letter, January 19, 1942, to Elmo Scott 
Watson, Watson Papers* McVicker added that the three 
newsmen had a prior arrangement to stagger the order that 
their copy was put on the wire at Ruahville, and that 
December 29 was Kelley's turn, explaining why his copy left 
Rushvillo first. Watson accepts this ("Jingoism," p. 214), 
although Allen does not mention it in his manuscript, and 
in fact provides an alternate explanation of why Kelley's 
copy was first in a letter to Watson February 10, 1942* 

Allen wrotes "I am agreeing that Mr. Kelley sent the first 
news wire. All three dispatches were handed to the 
telegraph operator at Nebraska's county seat as one package. 
What could be more natural than that the one written by a 
Nebraska reporter to a prominent daily paper at the State 
Capital should be on the wire first?" 

29 

Qmaha £&&, December 30, 1390, p. 1. 

3 °Usm Xock Herald. December 30, 1890, p. 3? 

December 31, p. 3. 

31 HahraaKa Et&tft Journal. December 30, 1890, p. 1. 

32 

Gresham, op. cijt., p. 106. 

33 Will Maupin, letter. May 15, 1941, to Elmo Scott 
Watson, Watson Papers. 

34 

Edgar Med ary, "A Retrospect , ’* P ublisher ‘a 
Auxiliary (Chicago), May 29 and June 5, 1943, p. 3? Hot 
Spring a (South Dakota) Harald, December 30, 1890 (Extra) , 
p. 1. 

35 fiaah& Horld-Hfttald, December 31, 1890, pp. 1, 4? 
jjabriaka Etata Journ al . January 4, 1890, p. 1? Tibbies, 

£ P* fiit.-# P. 307. 

36 

Indian Rights Association, Xts. Eighth Annual 
Repor t of the axstcutive committee o I the Indian Eights. 
Association (Philadelphia] Office of the Indian Rights 
Association, 1891), p. 12. Underlining is the IRA's. 

37 

Allen HE, Chapter 26; Burkholder's statement is 
verified by Tibbies, op. clt. , pp. 320-323, and Eastman, 

OP* clt . . p. 108. 

38 



Allen MS, Chapter 26 
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39 

SafiHfii:, 2.1, p. 151. 

40 

Tibbies, Q&. oil., p. 324. 
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CHAPTER V 



THE SIOUX NATION BOWS 

Early January at Pine Ridge was late November all 
over again* with two important differences — the Indians 
were more frightened* and the newsmen were more plentiful. 

General Miles arrived at Pine Ridge from Rapid City 
December 31 and assumed command of the forces there* 
placing them to surround the panic-stricken Sioux who had 
fled to a camp on the edge of the Badlands about 15 miles 
from the agency. Miles estimated the Sioux* s strength at 
3*000* including about 600 braves. 

The flight of the Indians and the potential threat 
they posed brought a new series of impending war stories 
from the correspondents. Cressey redefined "hoatiles" to 
include "nearly every able-bodied Indian except the 
police* " and added that Red Cloud and all of the lesser 
chiefs except American Horse had joined their brethren for 
the last great fight. ^ Although he had done a creditable 
job at Wounded Knee. Cressey returned to his previous 
style. On January 4* he wrote: 

As to the situation here* considered in its 
entirety* the indications that one of the greatest 
battles in history is almost at hand are increasing. 

The report of every scout adds new and strong support 
to these indications that were only emphasized by the 
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bloody affairs at Wounded Knee. 



Cressoy continued to send his editors alarming 
dispatches until the final surrender of the dissident 
Indians at Pine Ridge January 15. Ris alarm was not 
unique* and each of the correspondents wrote one or more 
stories in January of impending conflict with the Indians. 
As had been the case in November and December* their alarm 
was not always without cause. The situation was uncertain* 
and although the Sioux were surrounded by Miles's soldiers* 
the newsmen could not forget that the Miniconjous at 
Wounded Knee had also been surrounded. 

In response to a request from the HfiH Xoiik Herald . 
W. F. (Buffalo Bill) Cody described the situation precisely 
when he wrote * 



It is like cooling and calming a volcano. ... At 
the moment* as far as words go* I would say it will be 
peace* but the smoldering spark is visible* that may 
precipitate a terrible conflict any time in the next 
few days.^ 



£3aMLts._i.n -.January 

The general concern caused by the presence of over 
3*000 unsettled Sioux so close to the agency was bolstered 
by a series of events early in January — none of which were 
particularly significant in themselves* but which collec- 
tively kept the specter of war in the air. 

On January 1, the first and only civilian killed by 
Indians* Henry Miller* a cook for the government herders. 
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was shot by Indians a few miles from the agency* Most of 
the reporters mentioned the discovery of his mutilated 
body. 

Two days later* an attack was made on a troop of 
the Sixth Cavalry and two soldiers were slightly wounded. 

When the first word of the attack reached the 
agency, the N ebrask a fetata Journal *s Kelley wrote i "It is 
reported that the Indians had the best of the battle, 
driving Carr back to the river, killing many of his men and 
capturing a dozen or so of his cavalry horses.” 

That dispatch was followed in the same edition by 
his second wire which read, "The report of Carr's engage- 
ment is confirmed. A, few Indians were wounded ... and 

5 

two soldiers were wounded, but not seriously. ” 

The following day. Colonel Forsyth was relieved of 
his command by Miles and an investigation ordered into his 
actions at both Wounded Knee and in the Drexal Mission 
fight. Miles was not only disturbed by reports of atroci- 
ties at Wounded Knee, but was dissatisfied with the 
disposition of troops by Forsyth at both encounters with 
the Indians. Forsyth was eventually exonerated, but 
Miles's action brought stories from most of the correspond- 
ents, the majority of them in defense of the Colonel. 0 

On Sunday afternoon, January 4, a rumor was circu- 
lated at the agency that the Indians were preparing to over- 
run Fine Ridge. The result was a rash of new threat 
stories the following day. Kelley wrote: 
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Last night was another one of terror, more terrible 
than the ones before. • . . Word was sent to the 
General late in the afternoon that an attack would be 
made on the place before morning, and an attempt made 
to burn it. ' 

On© of the Haw Xoxji Hex&lsiL correspondents — Allan or 
Burkholder— wrote, “Similar rumors have been before circu- 
lated hare, but have never caused the general feeling of 
uneasiness that prevailed last night.” He continued that 

the chances of an attack remained good, and that the agency 

0 

was tho Indians' number one target. 

On January 6, the fefc. fcaul £iGnear.““£X£SLaa published 

a story of undisclosed origin that Miles had been killed by 

the Sioux, and most of th© eastern papers repeated it. The 

g 

press gang at Pine Ridge was quick to deny the report. 

Charles Allen and several of his colleagues were 
idling away the afternoon of January 7 at Finley's hotel 
when one of the agency quartermasters, who was an old 
friend of Allen, joined the crowd. After a while, he 
motioned to Allen to follow him and walked out. Allen 
joined his friend and learned of the death of Lieutenant 
E. W. Casey, popular eossnander of the Cheyenne scouts that 
had been enlisted at Tongue River Reservation in Montana. 
Casey had ridden out to view the hostile camp, and was shot 
by a young Brule brave. Plenty Horses. Be was the last 
casualty of the campaign. 

Allen met with Burkholder and the two prepared a 
brief story for the Uatald. 
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Casey's death brought eulogies from several 

correspondents. Probably the best was written by Frederic 

Remington for jjarpffuc .*& MaaJsXy. Remington had been with 

Casey and his scouts since mid-December, and the artist 

felt the loss personally* 10 

The incident was added ammunition for the 

predictors of war, and several days later an unidentified 

reporter wrote for the Duluth Xcibujoa# "A general battle 

with the Indians at Pine Ridge is looked for on Sunday. 

• . . Everyone here anticipates the bloodiest that has ever 

been fought in this country." 11 

The second week in January, the aged Chief Red 

Cloud broke away from the hostile camp with his wife and 

walked to Pine Ridge, arriving the 9th. Although some of 

the correspondents had accused the nearly blind old chief 

of trying to return to his old ways when he fled with his 

tribesmen, there is little evidence that he was more than 

12 

an innocent victim of the younger braves. When Red Cloud 
arrived back at Pine Ridge ha wrote to his old friend, ?. A. 
Bland: 



The Brules and others all stampeded, and the Brules 
forced me to go with them. Being in danger of my life 
between two fires, I had to go with them and follow my 
family. ... I fried my best for them to let me go 
back, but they would_not let me go . . . but three 
nights ago I . . . /escaped/ very late in the night. 13 



The fcfew %ork ftforflld reporter's dispatch was typical of the 
correspondents' reaction to the return of Red Cloud. 
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He wrota j 

Old Red Cloud came into the agency today. He and 
hia wife left the hostile camp last night and walked 
the entire distance — 16 miles. ... The arrival of the 
old man is considered evidence of his good faith. ^ 

There was very little else that happened at Pine 
Ridge between January 10th and the 15th when the Sioux 
surrendered# but the movement of the Sioux toward the 
agency began in earnest on the 12th, and that became the 
subject of the dispatches until the dissidents finally 
arrived at the agency. 

tfl ftuJL V.ft 

Although there was little to write about, corre- 
spondents kept arriving at the agency throughout the first 
two weeks of January. On January 1, the £[£& World * e 

burly John McDonough arrived from Kew York. McDonough, who 
always seemed to be present and wearing his fedora when 
photographs were being taken, remained at Pine Ridge Agency 
while on the reservation and left the field work to the 
EacJLd's unidentified correspondent with Carr's coraraand now 
in the vicinity of Wounded Knee. McDonough was one of the 
few reporters at the agency who seemed to prefer interviews 
for opinion expression rather than depending on his own 
evaluation. In writing one of his early stories ha talked 
with a cavalry officer alleged to have long service among 
the Indians. Hi3 source correctly concluded that the 
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15 

campaign was rapidly drawing to a close. 

The World man was the first of at least eight 
correspondents who arrived at the agency for the first time 
in January. Three others who had been at Pine Ridge 
earlier returned — Frederic Remington representing flar par * a 
Haafcly (December 31) , Carl Smith of the Qiaaha ftQzJji-ii&iLalfi 
(January 4). and the Chicago Herald * s Charles Seymour 
(January 6) . 

The fiaaha Korld-Ear^M had the largest staff of 
identified correspondents at the agency. On January 2, 

W. J. McFarland joined the Tibbies, and two days later Carl 
Smith returned, apparently bach in the government's good 
graces. Ml four of the World -Hera Id reporters leveled 
their sights at one of their paper's favorite targets — 
Agent Royer. 

The only evidence of McFarland's presence at Pine 
Ridge is his signed articles in the World- Herald , but he 
must have been of a mind similar to his Omaha colleagues, 
because in one of his first stories from the agency he 
wrote: 



It is rumored that General Miles recommended the 
removal of Agent Royer from his present station. ... 
That such a step is necessary is obvious to everyone at 
all familiar with the management of the agency during 
the ... present troubles. 



Both of the Tibbies also had articles published the same 
day, calling for the replacement of Royer by an army 
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officer. Three days later, one of the four wrote in an 
unsigned article: 

There is a battle going on at Pine Ridge and a 
large sired panic is in possession of the place. But 
do not get scared. It is not an Indian fight. It is a 
war of words and the panic is located in the vacuum 
where Agent Royer *s backbone would bo if he had one. 

The agent is on the run, and he is dying awfully 
hard. 17 

When Royer was finally removed as agent January 7, 

and Captain £. F. Pierce of the First Infantry Division 

named as his successor, the departing agent blamed his 

demise on the "Democratic press, * of which the World-Herald 

was a vivid example. Acknowledging Royer’s remarks, the 

Omaha paper commented editorially, "The World - ifoyalfl never 

18 

did anything of which it was more justly proud." 

Sdward B. Clark, representing the Chlaaaft Tribune. 

arrived at Rushville January 6 on the same train with the 

19 

returning Charles Seymour of the G hiSLage Hexaldl. 
Unfortunately, the Tribune did not identify its correspond- 
ents, and Clark's arrival brought no discernible change to 
the "Specials'* that had been appearing in the Tribu ne since 
November. 

The Duluth Tribune announced the arrival of experi- 
enced army scout Guy But as its man at Pine Ridge on 
January 8. The Tribun* t jld its readers that Butlor had 
been General Crook's ch ef of scouts in the war with 
Geronimo in Arizona, and that hie experience would no doubt 
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be used by the troops in the field as well as provide the 

newspaper's readers with accurate information in the 

"bloody campaign" at Pine Ridge. The Trib une concluded, 

"That the present Indian war will be one of the most severe 

20 

that this country has ever seen there is little doubt." 

About this same time, Edgar Medary, the 24-year old 
editor of the lifit Springs Herald , arrived at the agency. 

He had worked periodically for the UsW X.QE& Jerald office 
in Hot Springs, but came to Pine Ridge with no employment 
in sight. Newsman that he was, Medary looked around anti 
decided that he would like to stay. He approached 
Burkholder and was hired to report the activities of 
Brooke's command at White Clay Creak, between tho Sioux 
camp and the Badlands. Burkholder assured Medary $5.00 a 
day, adding, "and in case of an engagement, you can name 
your own price, for that would be a hazardous affair. " 
Burkholder also paid for Kedary's fitting out, and he was 
given a pass by Colonel Henry Corbin of Miles' s staff. 

Medary remained with Brooke until the General 
reached the Drexol Mission on January 11, at which time the 
Herald reporter joined his colleagues at Pino Ridge. He 
was at the agency for several days before his mission as a 
field correspondent was terminated and he returned to Hot 
Springs. Although his contribution to tho reporting of the 
disturbance was limited, several of Kedary's dispatches 
from White Clay Creek were used by the Hera ld. 21 
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£Lt. Loui s Post- Dispatc h reporter Dent Robert 
arrived at Pine Ridge th® same day Red Cloud returned 
(January 9) . For the next 18 day* ha *ent hi* newspaper 
daily concise accounts of occurrences at the agency. 
Although the remaining Sioux began surrendering their arms 
only five days after Robert arrived, his interviews with 
principals in the disturbance provided generally accurate 
background on events at Pine Ridge during the campaign 
there. 

Robert brought a friend farom Finland, Mr. K. V. 
Zilliocus, to Pine Ridge. Although Zilliacus was photo- 
graphed with the newsmen and made "an honorary cor respond - 

22 

ent , " there is no evidence that ha was a working newsman. 

The January 10 issue of Mew York's Illustrated 
American introduced Warren K. Moor ahead as a special corre- 
spondent who had been studying the causes of the Indian 
disturbance "at the seat of the excitement." In a series 
of thoughtful articles lasting into February, Moorehead, an 
archeologist and ethnologist by profession, examined the 
campaign in detail. Although his articles have an obvious 
pro-Sioux bias and contain minor inaccuracies, they provide 
valuable background data on the campaign. Koor ahead subse- 
quently published a book about the American Indian that 
contains excerpts from much of his material done while at 
Pine Ridge. His copy suggests that he was at the agency 
during most of the cas$>aign, but there is no firm evidence 
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23 

of Moorehead ' s arrival date. * 

George IS. Harries arrived at Pine Ridge January 12 
representing the Washington On the 13th, that news- 

paper announced# 



Owing to the conflicting character of the reports 
sent from the scene of the Indian troubles on the Pine 
Ridge Reservation and the uncertainty of the situation 
there, the S tar has dispatched to the field a special 
correspondent who is familiar with the ground with a 
view to obtaining the latest, best, and most reliable 
accounts of the happenings there. 24 



In his first dispatch, Harries wrote# 



There are a hundred men at Pine Ridge who have 
studied the Indians for years, but not one of them 
dares prophesy as to what the morrow may bring forth. 

A. thousand hostiles, and half of them able-bodied _ 
bucks, are encamped within range of Captain /W. e 
D ougherty’s command, now stationed at the earthworks 
north of the agency. The more sanguine residents here 
have hope that there will be no more bloodshed. They 
can only hope, for they have received no assurance for 
immediate peace. 25 



But Harries' copy was not always as ominous. His 
descriptions of events at Pine Ridge before he returned to 
Washington early in February were generally accurate and 
provide valuable detail and sidelights of the campaign. On 
January 26, he spoke of the sale of battlefield souvenirs# 



This condition of affairs was tersely described by 
Lieutenant Waterman when he said# M If it be possible to 
carry out of Pine Ridge on a train of ten six-mule 
wagons all the stuff that was worn by Big Foot and his 
medicine man when they were killed that morning, then 
I'm a private in the Karine Corps. 
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Harries' observation was supported by Burkholder, who 
wrote* 
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The dealers in trinkets are selling all of the 
Indian goods they can secure, and at prices that are 
fabulous* . • • Tender feet have already purchased . . . 
at least a carload of ghost shirts that Big Foot was 
supposed to have had on at the tine he was killed. 26 



On January 15, Teresa Dean, correspondent for the 
Chicago. Herald. arrived at the agency just in tine to see 
the surrender* She was the second woman reporter, joining 
Bright Eyes, but the only one from the large eastern 
dailies. The Herald published six articles by Mrs. Dean 
between January 16 and the end of the month. 

The Uauiald ‘ s distaff side was very critical of both 
Indians and reporters at Pine Ridge, and much of what she 
wrote was caustic and frequently inaccurate. She was 
particularly disturbed by the white women working with the 
Indians at the agency. The news that Pine Ridge school 
supervisor Elaine Good ale was betrothed to Dr. Eastman 
brought the following comments* 



Another great mistake is for the white woman to 
come here to lift and elevate the Indian out of his rut 
of savagery and to explode her good intentions and 
bring herself down to his level by marrying him. ... 
It is something that cannot occur until the white woman 
has lost all refinement. ... Miss Good ale is about 36 
years old. The Sioux she's to marry is said to be 28. 
It is said that instead of showing the Indians how the 
white people lived, she adopted their costumes and 
lived for weeks at a time in tepees. However much 
truth there may be in these statements, it is true that 
at present she has the manners of the Sioux. 27 
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Her accusations were not only inaccurate, but unfair. Miss 
Good ale was a refined, retiring young lady, and Dr. Eastman 
was no ordinary Sioux brave. Elaine Good ale Eastman's 
comments on the Dean story were limited. She wrote* 

I suppose the lady thought she was adding the 
finishing touches when she gave me an additional nine 
years (I was 27 at the time) and made my fiance several 
years my junior — he was nearly six years older . 23 

Mrs. Dean also wrote unkindly of her press 

colleagues, accusing them of posing as heros of the wild 

west, and adding that when not rushing around for news they 

were posing for photographs with their broad -brimmed hats, 

belts and pistols, knives, and high-topped boots. The 

latter description can perhaps be better appreciated in 

light of an incident that occurred shortly after Mrs. 

Dean's arrival. One of the new amen suggested that she join 

them for a planned group photograph of the correspondents. 

Several others objected, and the newsmen voted, vetoing the 

lady correspondent's presence in the photograph. As the 

World 's John McDonough explained, he had been writing of 

the dangers at Pine Ridge, and if his Ke w York friends were 

to see him in a photo with a woman correspondent, he would 

29 

be a laughing stock. 



2, ha. SusEOjafler, 

The fate of the Sioux had been sealed before most 
of the newsmen attracted to the agency by the Wounded Knee 
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encounter arrived at Pine Ridge* Surrounded by a strong 
cordon of troops early in January, the so-called host lies 
were gradually and gently pressed back toward the agency. 

On January 15, with Brooke close behind then, the thousands 
of frightened Sioux moved up White Clay Creek three abreast 
in a procession two miles long and camped under the guns of 
the largo force at Pine Ridge in command of Colonel 
William R. Shafter. When they reached the agency, their 
appointed leader. Kicking Bear, approached Miles and laid 
his rifle at the General ’ s feet in symbol of his people's 
total defeat. Although Kicking Bear had surrendered to 
Milos once before — in 1877 — there could be no doubt this 
time that the destiny of the Sioux nation was no longer in 
the hands of its chiefs. 3 ^ 

Thus the so-called Sioux uprising of 1890-1891 was 
ended. Although it cannot properly be called a war. it 
resulted in the largest U. S. military operation since the 
end of the Civil War, and for some of the nation's news- 
papers had been front page news for almost two months. The 
entire campaign, from the arrival of Brooke and his troops 
November 19 until the surrender January 15, lasted only 58 
days. 

In February, Two Strike summed up the events over 

the previous three months when he told Secretary of the 

Interior John Noble, "A whirlwind passed through our country 

31 

and did much damage. We let that pass. " 
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Perhaps he was a bit late* but in his annual report 

to Congress in 1891* Commissioner of Indian Affairs Thomas 

Morgan commented, "If we expect them /the Indiana/ to be 

just* then we should set an example. It is true in our 

dealings with them as it is in the natural world* that 

32 

whatsoever man soweth, that shall he also reap. * 

Big Foot and Captain Wallace both would probably 
have agreed. 
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°£ftg&ag. 21. p. 152; Utley, ait., pp. 260-261; 
Washington St St, January 15, 1891, p. 1; Miles to 
Schofield, January 15, 1891, a at cited by Boyd, op. cit. , 
p. 274. 

31 

Statement of Short Bull to Morgan as cited by 
Bland, op. ait., p. 13. 

32 Sfi.cInt, 21, p. 5. 
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CHAPTER VI 



AN APPRAISAL 

This study centers on the work of 21 newsmen and 
women readily identified at Pine Ridge Agency sometime 
during the winter of 1890-1891. They were from varied 
backgrounds# varied locations# and with varied experience 
in frontier life and in journalism. Charles Allen was a 
skilled frontiersman who was editing his own newspaper when 
called to work for the iistt Yack Herald ®t Pine Ridge. John 
McDonough was also an experienced newsman# but there is no 
indication that ha had ever seen an Indian encampment 
before arriving at Pine Ridge to report for the MeJi X.QSK 
World . William Kelley had virtually no experience as a 
newsman# or with Indians. Gilbert Bailey and Warren 
Moore he ad were scientists# although Bailey's accounts were 
among the most accurate and informative to come from the 
agency. 

Their heterogenity should make generalizations 
about their character and performance suspect, yet such 
generalizations have been accepted in maligning their 
contribution to the history of Indian war reporting. 

Utley says# "Lined up at the counter of James Asay's 
trading post# they invented lurid accounts of battle. 
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massacre, and atrocity that delighted folks back home. 

There are no easy answers to the questions posed in 

preparing this study. There is no doubt that some of the 

copy coining from Pine Ridge that winter was inaccurate, and 

that each of the correspondents made the most of the 

threatened Indian troubles at one time or another. But, 

when one asks whether or not those inaccuracies were 

intentional, the answer is not as clear. It is obvious in 

the accusations the reporters made of each other that they 

were aware of inaccuracies, but as Boylan told his readers, 

much of his time was spent investigating the dozens of 

rumors that arrived each day in an effort to keep from 

2 

creating unnecessary alarm. It is easy to criticize those 

reporters who wrote that many skulls were crushed during 

the argument in the Badlands between the followers of Two 

Strike and those of Short Bull and Kicking Bear. But, 

perhaps more significantly, many of the reporters did not 

mention casualties, in spite of the fact that the only 

sources when the story broke were men who had fled in fear 

and whose accounts ware probably colored accordingly. 

Those who were in the best position to know what really 

happened remained with Two Strike and did not return to the 

3 

agency until almost a week later. 

If the correspondents are to be judged in view of 
what they had reason to suspect would happen rather than on 
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latter-day accounts of what actually occurred, than there 
is ample evidence that supposedly credible news sources at 
the agency were giving the newsmen material upon which to 
base their sometimes frightening stories. At one time or 
another, almost everyone at Pine Ridge — both red and 
white— was convinced that violent Indian war was imminent 
and inevitable. There was no time during the campaign 
which lacked established news sources indicating the threat 
of a general uprising among tho Sioux. It should not be 
surprising that in the course of news gathering, most of 
the correspondents at one time or another happened across 
these sources— many of them more than once. 

There were also times when official sources who 
could have calmed the rumors of impending disaster chose to 
remain silent. Frequently the newsmen circumvented this 
silence. Cresscy wrote of the secret mission of Father 

Juts, and when Brooke refused to allow the newsmen to 

/ 

observe his council with the chiefs Juts brought back with 
him, the press got the story anyhow. Their account must 
have sounded credible, because much to the chagrin of 
Brooke, Miles believed the correspondents . 4 

But even worse than silence, sometimes the govern- 
ment sources were wrong — either intentionally or inadver- 
tently. The army told Bailey that no Indians had been 
killed in the skirmish with Day's militia at Daly's ranch, 
while the Indians told him that three had been killed, and 
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C 

Dr. MeGillycuddy reported burying that number. 

The agents and Brooke also warned the newsmen more 
than once that if their behavior was not considered in the 
best interest of the government they would be sent home, 
and proved they could do so (temporarily at least) when 
Carl Smith was forced to leave the agency early in 
December. Brooke further alienated the press by demanding 
censorship rights on the wire at Pine Ridge. 

If the newsmen are to be blamed for turning to less 
credible sources, and for speculation- -when the government 
refused to talk, when the information they gave newsman 
proved to be inaccurate, or When the pressures of control 
grew unacceptable— then that blame should be shared with 
government officials. 



Those who accuse the Pine Ridge reporters of 
inaccurate reporting and worse should also credit them with 
discounting many such reports on numerous occasions. When 
Gilbert Bailey arrived in Rushville he noted for his 
readers that as he approached the seat of the trouble the 
danger was less real than had been apparent in the Chicago 
papers. Bailey also made a personal inspection of the 
line of troops from Pine Ridge to Rapid City on December 19 
and 20, and concluded that reports of skirmishes between 
the Sixth Cavalry and the Indians were false. 7 
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The newsmen at Pine Ridge ware quick to deny rumors 
that Miles had been killed early in January* and in spite 
of the frequently alarming stories* there was no time when 

one or more correspondents were not predicting peaceful 

, 8 
settlement. 

Although the Pine Ridge reporters 1 accounts of 
impending battle~both actual and imagined — are cited 
frequently in maligning them* much of their work did not 
deal with the threat of war. Reporters like Tibbies* 

Bailey* Moorehead* and Harries showed frequent concern for 
the Sioux* and most of the others also noted that the 
Indians* lot was an unhappy one. Carl Smith knew that the 
land the Sioux were given to farm was not arable; Bailey 
called for justice to the Indians in things both large and 
small; and Kelley told his readers that the government's 
policy of keeping the friendly Indians at the agency during 

Q 

the winter months was wrong. The World-Herald 

reporters kept up an almost continual hostile barrage 
against Royer* and most historians have since agreed that 
Royer deserved the criticism he received. 

Qut&ldft Influences 

An evaluation of the performance of the reporters 
at Pine Ridge also requires consideration of influences 
over which the correspondents themselves had little control. 
Some of the most inflammatory and inaccurate reporting came 
from sources other than Pine Ridge* yet previous studies 
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have made no at tempt to separata these from the Pine Ridge 
datelines* For example, there is no evidence that 
associates the Pine Ridge newsmen and woman with the 
fabricated stories earning from Spring Creek and Rapid City 
the last two weeks in December. Lurid accounts such as 
those by Mrs. Finley on the ghost dance ware frequent, but 
cannot be used as valid evidence in judging those reporting 
from the agency.'*'* 

Although this study deals only briefly with the 
influence of the editors on the copy from Pine Ridge* it 
has been shown that if the correspondents are guilty of 
scare reporting* the editors must share the blaxae for the 
use they made of those accounts and undoubtedly in many 
instances* of encouraging it. The wide use of Cressey's 
material is evidence of the editors* desire for K more 
blood. “ 

Finally* there is the danger of blaming reporters 
like Allen* Tibbies, Burkholder, and Bailey for the work of 
men like Cressey. The other correspondents were obviously 
aware of the nature of Cressey *s copy* but they had no 
control over its use by their editors. Although Cressey 
was not alone in his penchant for melodramatic accounts* 
and most of the men and women writers at the agency resorted 
to similar style at one time or another* it would be unjust 
to hang Cressey’s continual transgressions around the necks 
of his colleagues. 
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Csntgffiaarary Csritisiisn 

Tha consideration of criticism contemporary with 
the events at Pine Ridge is a valid tool in evaluating the 
performance of the newsmen there. However, that criticism 
must also be evaluated and used accordingly. 

Senators Dawes and Pettigrew, Northern Pacific 
President McNellen, Sioux Doctor Eastman, and the corre- 
spondents themselves were among the most outspoken critics 
of the press coverage of events at the reservation. But 
there is at least one significant common factor in most of 
this criticism that opens its validity to question. Most 
of it came from sources who stood to gain by discrediting 
all or some of the newsmen. 

Dawes had authored the legislation that was 
supposed to be the solution to the Indian problem. 

McKellen *8 Northern Pacific could expect only financial 
loss from an Indian scare. As a Republican politician, 
Pettigrew's support of the Harrison administration included 
support of its Indian policy-one of the prime targets of 
the newsmen he was trying to debase. Equally significant, 
the Senator's efforts to encourage immigration to his home 
state of South Dakota, which entered the Union just one 
year before the disturbance, would not be enhanced by an 
Indian scare. Eastman, the agency doctor, was a full- 
blooded Sioux, and while the newsmen frequently sympathised 
with the Indians, they seldom flattered them. 
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The correspondents were in a competitive situation* 
and it is not surprising that they attempted to discredit 
their competitors. 

Although soma of the criticism of the newsmen at 

Pine Ridge was probably valid* it appears significant that 

much of it came from sources with an obvious negative bias. 

Utley is not the only source that has accused the 

correspondents of sitting around the agency rather than 

aggressively seeking the news* but these criticisms cannot 

12 

cogently be assigned to the reporters collectively. In 

spite of Brooke's attempts to keep the newsmen at the 

agency* Bailey left several times — twice visiting Two 

Strike in his camp when that chief was considered by most 

to be a principal leader of the host ilea. Bailey was also 

at Spring Creek on at least one occasion* and joined Allen* 

Burkholder, Cressey* and the unidentified G lobe -Damocrat 

reporter at Wounded Knee December 27. There were three 

newsmen in the thick of the battle at Wounded Knee. The 

Tibbies frequently left the agency* and in fact lived in 

the Indian camp while at Pine Ridge. Xn his book* Moor ahead 

talks of frequently visiting the Indian camps# and Frederic 

Remington was with Lieutenant Edward Casey for several weeks 

13 

just before Casey's death. Med ary was in the field with 
Brooke# and the unidentified Usm Xork KorJLcl reporter was 
with Carr. 

The evidence shows that a collective condemnation 
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of tha Pine Ridge press corps for not actively seeking news 
is unfounded. 



There is a great deal of evidence that some of the 
reporting frost Pine Ridge was inaccurate* but there is 
little to suggest that the newsmen did nothing but sit 
around the agency* "inventing lurid accounts of battle* 
massacre* and atrocity that delighted the folks back home." 
The environment most certainly influenced their copy* but 
there are sound indications that they worked to overcome 
that environment in their effort to get the news. If the 
accusation is a tendency to accept the sources at hand; an 
inability to look beyond those sources; an incapacity to 
rise above the demands of their profession; occasional 
gullibility; and failure to isolate themselves from the 
environment at the news source* then they are guilty. 

On balance* the Pine Ridge correspondents were* as 
a group* as sensational as the events which they witnessed; 
as excited as the officials with whom they associated; and 
as emotional as the society which they served. 
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EPILOGUE 



Dy the third weak in January, most of the newsmen 
who had been assigned to Pine Ridge had returned home. 

The remaining few left early in February, and Pine Ridge 
was again a quiet Indian reservation. 

The correspondents want thair varied ways, some 
remaining journalists until their deaths, and others 
finding new professions after thair brief sojourn as war 
correspondents. 

Carl Smith left the Woy ld -liar aid shortly after the 
Sioux disturbance and joined the Chicag o Record , writing 
the "Fired at Random" column as a replacement for Eugene 
Fields. In 1693, when only 29 years old, ha was drowned 
with another Record reporter end two guides while on a 
canoeing vacation in Canada. Their guides had advised 
against tempting the rain-swollen water, but Smith had 
insisted.'* 

His work completed in the Dakotas, Charles Seymour 
returned to the Ch icag o Herald as night editor, and when 
his brother Horatio Seymour established the Chicag o 
Chronicle . Charles became that newspaper's managing 
editor. Ha held that post until his death May 8, 1901. He 
had been one of the founders and first president of 
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Chicago's White Chapel Club, and provided tho bloodied 

ghost shirts and Indian blankets used as decorations in 

2 

that select club of Chicago newsmen. 

The £xsh 2toxk Her&liL'a chief correspondent at the 
agency, Alfred Burkholder, sold his paper at Chamberlain 
several years after the battle at Wounded Knee and 
established a successful free-lance news bureau in Sioux 

Falls# South Dakota. Ho operated that business for 40 

3 

years before his death in the late 1930 's. 

Thomas Tibbies returned to Omaha and rejoined the 
W orld - Herald editorial staff, where he remained until 1893, 
when he and Bright Byes moved to Washington, D. C. 
as correspondents for the Indiana weekly, KongQnforrdj ftt . 
Tibbies reported the Senate# and Bright Eyes the House of 
Representatives. In 1895# they returned to Nebraska where 
Tibbies founded Inde pendent , a weekly that became the 
national organ for the Populist Party. In 1903# Bright 
Eyes died# and one year later Tibbies was an unsuccessful 
candidate for Vice President on the Populist ticket. From 
1905 until 1910 he edited another weekly, and in 1910 he 
rejoined the World- Herald as an editorial and feature 
writer. He died in Omaha May 14, 1923, still at odds with 

4 

the government's Indian policies. 

Teresa Dean was to become one of the nation's 
leading lady war correspondents. Before her death at age 
75 in 1935# she covered the Pennsylvania coal strikes in 
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1996, the Spaniah-Americ an War, the Boxer Rebellion, the 
Philippine Insurrection, the Army of Cuba Pacification 
(1906). and the Mexican Revolution of 1913-1914. 5 

The g,t. liQUin ‘ s Bent Robert left that 

newspaper and joined William Randolph Ha&rst as managing 

editor of the £Lan iXauacisca Lxaiainer:, a post he held until 

£ 

his death June 17, 1917, at Coronado, California. 

Edgar Mod ary, the Haw %£}£& iisraltl* s third reporter 
at Pine Ridge, regained in the newspaper business in South 
Dakota and Iowa until his death January 20, 1946, at age 
79. Be was the last known survivor of the Pine Ridge press 
corps, and his letters to Watson added important data to 
the knowledge of the reporters who were in the Dakotas in 
1890-1891. 7 

The two scientist-reporters — Gilbert Bailey and 
Warren Moo rehead — returned to their professions as 
geologist and archeologist. Bailey kept his interest in 
journalism alive as editor of J.rxigation Age while head of 
the department of geology at the University of Southern 

California. Be also authored several books before his 

0 

death in Los Angeles December 6, 1924. 

Moorehead retained his interest in the welfare of 
the American Indians, and in 1903 was appointed as one of 
the 12 honorary Indian Commissioners of the Indian Rights 
Association, a position he held until 1932. He was also 
director of the department of archeology at Phillips 
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Academy, Andover* Massachusetts* Moorehead died sometime 
before 1940. 9 

William Kelley returned to Lincoln from Pine Ridge 

January 17, and a short while later he abandoned journalism 

to study law. He became personal secretary to William 

Jennings Bryant in 1913 when Bryant was Secretary of State. 

Kelley was serving at the United States Counsulate in Rone 

when ha died in March 1916.^° 

Charles Allen remained a frontiersman as long as he 

lived. Following the Sioux disturbance, he sold his 

newspaper at Chadron and became postmaster at Pine Ridge. 

He married an Oglala woman and they had several children. 

Allen’s keen observation and credible accounts of events at 

Pine Ridge provide a great deal of excellent detail on 

1 1 

events at the agency in 1890-1891. Ha died in 1942 in a 

■» 

soldiers* home where he spent his winters during his last 
years. 

George Harries returned to Washington and the S.tar. 
The following year lie was named by President Harrison as 
one of a three-man commission to investigate certain claims 
of the Pine Ridge and Rosebud Sioux, and returned to the 
Dakotas for several months in that capacity. In 1898, he 
helped recruit a Washington volunteer unit and became a 
colonel in the First (D. C.) Infantry Volunteers. He 
served with that unit at Santiago and during the Cuban Army 
of Occupation, and was later promoted to Brigadier General. 
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Ha served throughout World War I and was Chief of the U, S. 

military mission in Berlin until September 1919. Harries 

died in May 1925. in Washington. ^ 

Although Frederic Remington is best known as an 

artist, he also continued as a reporter following Wounded 

Knee. He was with the troops at San Juan Hill in the 

Spanish-Anarican War. writing (and illustrating) for both 

Harper *.& Ha«&ly and Hearst's J4ew ZQX& jJsaraal and newspaper 

syndicate. His frontier drawings are accepted today as 

among the most authentic remaining glimpses of the western 

frontier. Remington died during an appendicitis attack on 

13 

December 26. 1909. at age 48. 

The possible fate of the Qaaha Hza * s Cressey was 
described by one of his fellow correspondents, the Chicago 
Tribune * s Edward Clark. Clark wrote to Watson in 1937. 

"You may just keep this to yourself, but I think he 

— — \A 

/Cress ey/ had a checkered career afterward.'* Unfortu- 
nately. there is no further information on Pine Ridge's 
most published correspondent. 

The man who may have been Cressay's colleague, 
Charles H. Copenharve, died in Los Angeles October 8, 

1918. 15 

Edward Clark ai& continued in the newspaper busi- 
ness in Chicago and Wow /vk, and was a successful feature 

*1 f 

columnist when he died about 1940. 



Five of those w o were at Pine Ridge apparently 
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left no trail from tha agency, for no data ware found on 
the subsequent live* of the fit. fcaaul Pioneer-Press * 8 
R. J. Boylan, Jr.; Guy Butler of the Duluth Tribune t The 
Associated Press's £• A. O'Brian; the ]&£& YszzX Karla's 
John McDonough; or W. J. McFarland of the Omaha World- 
Herald . 

The illusive "Albert" of tha Q lofoe - Damocr at j 
“Judge" Burns, who may have written for the Chicag o Ijbaea; 
and Irving Hawkins, said by Watson to have represented the 
Chicago Tribur-y have also escaped historians if they were 
indeed correspondents at Pine Ridge in 1890-1891. 

And. finally, what of the Oglalas at Pine Ridge? 

Following their surrender to Miles, the Indians 
returned to their cabins and tepees where they remain today 
largely forgotten by the outside world. The Bureau of 
Indian Affairs began its annual report for 1961: 

A "new trail" for Indians* leading to equal 
citizenship rights and benefits, maximum self- 
sufficiency. and full participation in American life 
became the keynote for administration of the program of 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs of the Department of the 
Interior shortly after tha close of the fiscal year.* 7 

But. in spite of the Bureau of Indian Affairs' 

"new trail" nine years ago, it would probably not surprise 
Red Cloud and the other old chiefs to know that in 1968 
less than 1,000 of the 14,000 Oglalas had full-time jobs; 
or that today a whit© child has a better chance of living 






I « • i. J *A*\ * | • j 







i*i. i -. »•* 



•IV sin 



•rT ji. j .<• » v • m . i .. H, 4 ,■. .* 

' ' - • . .. .. ... • 

viUiJ +\r V %* . 



* . j[. tj 

i >•■-•.-. -afi -'■r'/ i *' » »- -I. ■' flu. (j »,f 

’ • ' t i .. i *. * . i . r* t .... , k -.« 

■ •• ’ • in* 1 • jr ■ -.j j* * i , a flj. m; 1 ' 2 ‘ r» £j 3 

* * 1 *'■ . ' " ■ - »V 4»»V V-*. •*».! ; 

i ?r. • j wO lW , i r. . -»* 

•' * !l * ' * •' ! ' - 'V» . 1 .r, 1 r.< i [ 

:* i^jr • *• **■• ^ «> 4 i _% -_M' i>f t 4 .i - 1 m 

. -«r T M,i #H r . o- . J »f'-u »4> , .•■ ~ \ / 4|T7i I 

**Wf ^ i iat-o** •>:! . n,uM 



i-if* ji y.iui#: . ■ ■ 1 t-x x . 

' i. • » *■*'..«*•• •** i Ihmjm i t±o 

v 1 .* . <w . >. . . 

*c rr-.*>.« -t 3 •!« .-w. .. : — . ' •• 

’ ' •• ' - t il '»'! 1 • v - »*i .* ♦ . ( ) ■ ... • . ..1 



*•»£■• 11 • iu l 1 *. • ► - • * • ■ le » » • * jti . /at 

i -• i ^ 1 < £'i • • -• - • * . - • , — t . •• >** 

- r ■ •’ •* •-*» «‘i : i ' •v wu . .- 4 ,. - . ■ 1.4 

MlHJM Mf **J*J0k OOC .*[ tftilo g^l.i Mil IMt 

P**»U 99 MMli wrtM a a*t wi*o aifcto «* tv 



163 



until age 45 than an Indian baby has of living until its 

first birthday. they would probably be much less 

startled than most white citizens to learn that the present 

average 5th grade education level of the Indians was 

19 

reached by the average American in 1900# or that nine out 

of tan of their people at Pine Ridge have no electricity in 

20 

their homes* and 19 out of 20 no running water. 

If Short Bull were alive* it would all probably 

sound familiar to him* but he was Hilled by an automobile 

21 

at Pine Ridge many years ago. 
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